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In Karnak, Egypt, one Memphis State researcher will spend the next two decades on a project
that may reveal secrets obscured for centuries.
By
Julia H . Wood
Nile River.
ith patience, determination and a
Accurately recording, translating and inlove of Egyptology, Memphis
State history professor Wil---• ...:-.!,_
--. _ ___.._....._ terpreting such detailed inscriptions is not an
easy process, but Dr. Murnane will soon
liam Murnane will unravel
take on the challenge. In May he will
the secrets locked in
leave Memphis State to record and
centuries-old inscriptions. Found on
eventually publish the scenes and
the walls of the Great Hypostyle
inscriptions on the walls of HyHall of the Temple of Amun in
postyle Hall - a project that
Karnak, Egypt, these anmay take the next 20 years.
cient inscriptions offer a
"It's an absolutely
glimpse into the life of
enormous building,"
the people who once
Dr. Murnane said.
lived along the

W

"One of the things we've had to resign ourselves to is that we're not going to get
out of the Hypostyle Hall without a major commitment of time and effort."
Dr. Murnane will be in Egypt each year in May and June to work on the
project. However, he will continue to teach courses in history at MSU during
fall and spring semesters.
The research project is sponsored by Memphis State's Institute of Egyptian
Art and Archaeology through private donations. Although the institute has cosponsored an archaeological excavation in ancient Memphis for a number of
years, this endeavor is the first Egyptian project solely sponsored by Memphis
State.
"This is a very exciting opportunity for the institute," said Dr. Edward
Bleiberg, director. "It's our first project to be pursued completely with Memphis State staff. It represents a new level of maturity for the institute."
While it has the distinction of being
the largest temple in Egypt, the Temple of Amun also has great historical
significance. Ramesses the First, the
grandfather of Ramesses the Great,
began its construction about 1290 B.C .
But even though the Hypostyle Hall is
one of the most popular tourist sites in
Egypt, its inscriptions have never been
scientifically studied.
Dedicated to Amun, the king of the
gods, the temple offers many insights
into Egyptian lifestyles, history and
religion.
"It tells us what the Egyptians expected of their world on one level," Dr.
Murnane said. "It tells us about the
liturgy-the religious life of the Egyptians - on another level. Occasionally
it can show us what was going on in
the political life of the kingdom at the
time."
The Hypostyle Hall was built between two massive gateways in front
of the Temple of Amun. Enormous 75foot columns still line the main passage through the hall. All the walls
are covered with elaborate scenes and
inscriptions. Although the temple is in
relatively good condition today, restoration has been ongoing for more
than 100 years.
"It was in terrible condition when
it was first discovered," he said. "One
of the first things they had to do was
put it back together again. Part of it

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Continued on page 26

Illustration by Jessica W. Anderson; photos
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By Amy R. Gillentine

People with disabilities face challenging situations every day.
Memphis State seeks to accommodate its faculty, staff and students who have special needs.

A

flight of stairs, a narrow doorway or a test with small print may
seem inconsequential to most people. But a disability transforms the commonplace into obstacles that must be overcome.
"Sitting in a wheelchair complicates even the simplest acts,"
said Keith Rexroat, an MSU junior majoring in architectural technology.
• •
"Just opening a door becomes difficult. The chair is something
, ~
• •
extra I have to deal with."
One morning almost four years ago, Rexroat
> '
•
, • •
went
to work as usual at a Florida construction
• • ••
Jr
• •
•
site. Hours later, he lay in a hospital bed with a
,
;
•
l> •
• 1'
• • • •
• •I> • • • fractured back. A fall through the roof of a
• •
•
house altered his lifestyle and his under•
•
>
'
••
• standing of the needs of the disabled.
• • • ••
•>
•
"We are not asking the public to
>
•
deal
with our personal lives and
, ••
1 II
I
••
,,
,
the
things we have to handle at
••
•
II >
•
••
• .a J home," he said. "We're just
.J ll
• ll
•
•• • >
asking them to be aware that
) J
I
ti •
II
•
•
,
•
we want to get out and that
•
•
• J JI
•
,
JI
we need to do things, to see
>
II
• ll
• •
•
•J ,,•• • • • JI •
•
,
people, just like they do.
We only require a little
help with access and
motivation."
, 11
I • ll
• , , • , •J , • •
•
Motivation and ac" •• ll .I •
cess are two things
• I••
•• ,,
Dona Sparger and her
• • , " • I • • JI Ill ll' ••>
small staff in MSU's
I
JI
JI
•
Office for Students
Photo by Don and Carol Neal Reber
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with Disabilities provide for the diverse group of nearly 500 students at
Memphis State. Sparger says access
needs of students with disabilities are
varied.
"We have become jacks-of-all-trades
around here," said Sparger, director of
the office. "We deal with students who
are learning disabled, speech impaired,
deaf and hearing impaired, mobility
impaired and blind and visually impaired. We also help students who
have seizure and emotional disorders,
are substance abusers or have chronic
medical problems such as renal disease, cancer or sickle cell anemia."
This diversity has challenged
Sparger to increase the office's sphere
of influence. After her first year as
director, the program moved from an
academic department into Student
Educational Services, where it became
a separate department.
"It was a good move," said Sparger,
who has headed the office for 13
years. "It placed the program in a
more visible position alongside other
student service functions. Strong
Continued on page 27
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CENfSABLE" OLUTION
To a Deadly Adversary
Thanks to a collaboration involving professors at Memphis State and Oregon State
universities, hikers, campers and hunters may soon dab snake repellent onto their
skin before making forays into the wilderness.
By Les Seago

wo scientists working together 1,500 miles apart
have figured out what
tells a deadly rattlesnake
to flee for its life when a
king snake is in the
neighborhood.
"If you put a line of this substance
on the ground, the rattlesnake will not
cross it," said Dr. WilliamH.N. Gutzke
ofMemphis State. "He will turn around
and get out of there."
Dr. Gutzke, an associate professor
of biology, and Dr. Robert Mason, an
assistant professor of zoology at Oregon State University, say a powerful
scent in the king snake's skin warns
other snakes of the predator's presence. They say their research may soon
lead to a repellent to protect campers,
hikers and hunters who frequent snake
country.
Although a king snake is nonpoisonous and normally harmless to
h umans and larger mammals, its diet
includes rattlers, copperheads, cottonmouths and other poisonous snakes.
The king snake is immune to the

T

Illustration by Carol N eal R eber

venom of other snakes and kills its
prey by wrapping itself around its
victim and squeezing.
Scientists have known that rattlers
and other poisonous snakes are able
to detect the presence of king snakes,
but they were not sure how the warning mechanism worked.
"Snakes have good vision, but we
couldn't believe that they could recognize a king snake and say, 'Hey, that's
a king snake and I'd better get out of
here,"' Dr. Gutzke said. Even baby
rattlers and copperheads that have
never been subjected to a king snake
threat will flee when the predator is
nearby, he said.
Dr. Gutzke says he and Dr. Mason
suspected that the warning mechanism somehow involved chemical
communication, similar to the way
insects signal each other using pheromones. Pheromones are chemical
substances secreted by insects and
animals to influence behavior or to
communicate with other members of
the species.
"We humans tend to depend mostly
on our senses of sight and hearing,"
said Dr. Mason. "But smell is more
important to animals."

A dog that urinates in several places
when it is turned out of the house is
communicating with other dogs, Dr.
Mason said.
"It's telling other dogs that it lives
there," he said. "If it's a female, it's
telling other dogs when it's ready to
mate."
It was another collaborative research
project involving gecko lizards that led
to the snake study by Drs. Gutzke and
Mason.
"The male gecko licks the female to
get chemical cues," Dr. Mason said.
"There's a substance in the female's
skin that tells the male she's ready to
mate."
Dr. Gutzke says he and his colleague
suspected that a clue to the rattlesnake's behavior might be found in
the king snake's skin. Though both
researchers have strong backgrounds
in ecology, Dr. Mason has considerable
experience in natural chemistry and
Dr. Gutzke is a behavioral biologist.
Dr. Mason handled the chemistry part
of the project while the Memphis State
professor took charge of the observational data.
Working in his campus laboratory
Continued on page 28
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MACVIEWBOOK:
MSU on Disk
Memphis State is pioneering a new marketing technique with
the MSU Electronic Viewbook. This interactive advertising tool
allows high school students to learn about the University by
using the latest computer technology.
By Les Seago

em phis State University is combining computer technology
and a bit of advertising to create a cost-effective tool in the
competition for new students.
A computer disk containing information about the University is being distributed to hundreds of high school
guidance counselors.
"Competition for new students is keen," said June M.
Armitage, director of student relations at MSU. "The more technology
we can use to put information into the hands of students, the better we
do."
The MSU Electronic Viewbook contains information and graphics
about Memphis State's academic programs, scholarships and financial
aid, student organizations, costs and admission application procedures.
There's even a section highlighting "the Memphis scene" for out-oftowners not familiar with the city.
The interactive software application also contains a calculator for
estimating costs and a drawing program for producing printed materials
such as announcements, fliers or graphics.
"We encourage high school students to copy the disk and pass it
around, because a drawing program like this could cost $100 or more,"
said Chris Lyons, a computer software developer and designer who
produced the viewbook.
In another bit of cost-saving technology, Lyons programmed the disk
so prospective students can print their own admission applications and
forms to request scholarship aid, housing or detailed information about
individual degree programs.
The computer disk is being distributed not only to high schools in the
Mid-South where MSU concentrates much of its recruiting effort, but to
Continued on page 29

Illustration by J im Cloud; photos by MS U Photo S ervices;
skyline photo by A.P.I. Photographers
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eaching Vivian Murchison's second and third
grade class requires subtle
orchestration. Students
lounge on brightly carpeted
floors, arrange their desks in jumbled
bunches and pore over abundant stacks
of books. But armed with 23 years of
classroom experience, Murchison
steadily guides her pupils through
the educational maze by promoting a
love of reading and enhancing writing
skills.
To help elementary
students get more out of
class, Murchison and the
21 other teachers at
Memphis State's Campus
School are implementing
an innovative program
centered on a whole language philosophy. This
encompassing course of
study was introduced last
fall throughout the Campus School, making it the
only elementary school in
this area to incorporate
the program in all grades.
"The whole language
philosophy is a relatively
new concept," said Dr.
Deborah Riley, director of
the Campus School and
an MSU alumna. "A long
time ago, reading, science,
math and all the other
subjects were taught
separately. Now we integrate the curriculum.
"By speaking, listening,
reading and writing in every subject,
students learn more easily. Learning
becomes a part of the total school experience."
Adopting this program has brought
major changes to the school. Educators, students and parents have had to
adapt to a new learning environment.
Pupils are no longer grouped into
classes strictly by age or ability. A
classroom may encompass two grades
with a divergent range of experience
and a wide spectrum of ages.
''Watching my students, I sometimes
have a hard time picking out my second graders from my third graders,"

A

"We use a lot of peer tutoring. All
kids can learn and frequently the stuAt Memphis State's Campus School, dents themselves are the best teachers," she said. "We're not saying never
elementary students are learning have ability groups. But research seems
to show that when we do that, we teach
that education is a total experience. down to kids. I say, 'Let's teach up to
By concentrating on reading, kids!"'
To broaden the scope of elementary
education,
the whole language program
writing, speaking and listening,
encourages a curriculum that spans
children are being taught to think. all topics. Subjects such as arithmetic
and science are not taught
separately, but become
part of a continual educational process with heavy
emphasis on reading and
writing . The Campus
School bursts with a printrich environment, providing books and magazines
covering a variety of topics to heighten student
interest . Governmentsponsored research has
shown that students gain
more knowledge by reading, writing, discussing
and experiencing a subject than by more traditional modes of study, says
Dr. Riley.
"What does common
sense tell you? Reading
and writing are fundamental," Dr. Riley explained . "We ask kids,
'What are you thinking
about?' That's what's important: getting the child
to think."
To foster a love ofreading, all Camsaid Murchison, whose combined second and third grade class ranges in pus School classes have frequent readage from 7 to 10. "But I find many of ing breaks. The students may read on
my better students are a big help with any subject from a large assortment of
some of the slower learners and they materials available in the classroom.
all seem to learn more."
Carpeted floors and rocking chairs
Dr. Riley points to recent research provide comfortable niches for this evthat shows the more common practice eryday activity. Teachers actively parof ability grouping is not working for ticipate as well by reading during this
all students. Findings indicate that time.
most students with above average
Writing also permeates the classability do well in any environment. room environment. In many classes, a
Average and low-ability achievers writing corner, equipped with paper,
benefit from exposure to a challeng- pencils and story ideas, helps proing curriculum. Because these lower mote creativity. All students keep
achieving students are also prone to journals for writing assignments and
drop out ofhigh school, Dr. Riley says for recording spontaneous, individual
the educational gain is even more expressions . According to many
important.
Continued on page 29

By Susan Milner
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Perfonning one of the most stressful jobs in the medical world, emergency
medical technicians face an assortment of challenging situations on a daily
basis. Aprogram at Memphis State University trains students for this
exciting field.
By Greg Russell
t 7:35 p.m. on a Friday
night, all is quiet at Fire
Station No. 24.
With feet propped up,
paramedic Joel Goucher
sits in front of the television mindlessly watching reruns. After an arduous day of training exercises, several
firefighters and another paramedic
play cards to relax.
"We never know when the call will
come," said Goucher, a graduate of
Memphis State's Emergency Medical
Technology program. "We could be eating, sleeping or playing cards. It could
be five minutes from now or at three in
the morning."
The next call doesn't wait until 3
a .m. At 7:58 p.m. - while Goucher is
switching channels on the television a wavering tone rumbles through the
station, pressing Goucher and his
partner into action. Within four minutes, they will be employing skills
that may save someone's life.
Such is the unpredictable schedule
of emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) and paramedics.
''You respond to every alarm like it's
a life-and-death situation," said
Goucher. ''You don't know how serious
the call is until you get there."
On this particular call, a junior high
school girl is having a possible seizure

Photo by Gil Michael; ambulance courtesy of
Medic Ambulance S ervice Inc.

at a school dance. Goucher and his
partner arrive at the school, examine
the girl and transport her to a local
hospital for further observation. After
restocking the ambulance with medical supplies from the hospital, the
ambulance unit is back in service.
"This call was a basic run," explained Goucher. "Other runs aren't
so easy. I've been on calls where a
person has been shot or stabbed. You
come in trying to save someone's life,
but the person who shot him may still
be there and you become the enemy
too. On one call, we came out of the
house and someone starting shooting.
I didn't know whether or not they
were shooting at us."
Goucher, now a paramedic, received his EMT training at Memphis
State four years ago. Created at the
urging ofMSU faculty member Elijah
"Lige" Turman in 1984, the program
is the only one in the state where
students can apply EMT training
toward a four-year degree.
"We have had approximately 200
students go through the program, so it
has proved to be popular," said
Turman, an assistant professor of
health, physical education and recreation. "We usually have 20 to 25 enrolled. Not all the students who have
gone through the program have gone
on to work as EMTs, but a good many
have and are still on the streets."
A Memphis State student who
Continued on page 30
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From a poor, inner-city neighborhood to an executive
office overlooking the Mississippi River, Memphis
Mayor WW Herenton has beaten enormous odds to
become leader of a culturally diverse metropolis on
the verge of social change.
By Susan Milner
r. W. W. Herenton always wanted to be a
professional boxer. But today, instead of
vying for championship titles, he is savoring a hard-fought victory in the political
arena. As new mayor of Memphis, the MSU
alumnus has scored a knockout-unseating a two-term
officeholder and becoming the first African-American
elected to lead the largest city in Tennessee.
"When I was a kid, Joe Louis, the champion fighter,
and the Brooklyn Dodgers, who had a lot of black players, were the symbols of black achievement," said Dr.
Herenton, who was born in Memphis in 1940. "Whenever Joe Louis fought, we all got around the radio and
listened. Because he symbolized our achievement, I
grew up wanting to be a professional
fighter."
But Dr. Herenton didn't let the limitations of his South Memphis community
restrict his aspirations. Unlike many of
his peers, he recognized the value of
education early.
"In my neighborhood, I couldn't identify one person who had completed high
school/' said Dr. Herenton, whose educational accomplishments · inciude a
bachelor's degree from LeMoyne College
(now LeMoyne-Owen College), a master's
degree from Memphis State and a doctorate from SouthContinued on page 31
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n the early morning hours of Nov.
10, 1972, a tiny Bengal tiger cub
arrived at the Memphis International
Airport and bounded into the hearts
of Memphis State fans. As the
University's first live mascot, TOM
(for Tigers of Memphis) spent nearly
20 years rallying MSU's followers. In
February, TOM died in his sleep at the
Memphis Zoo, relinquishing his position to a new 120-pound namesake.
As the University mourns the
passing of its original live mascot,
the young TOM II frolics at a private
farm in rural Shelby County. All expenses for the cub are being paid by
the Highland Hundred, the new
mascot's official owners. As TOM II
grows into adulthood, he will need
special quarters. The booster club has
begun a campaign to raise $60,000 for
a 3,500-square-foot facility to be built
on property at St. Nix Farm and Zoological Park in Shelby County.

Photos by MSU Photo Services

Coach Chuck Stobart pauses with MSU's
new mascot, TOM II.
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PROFILE

Once a world-class mountain climber, Memphis State alumnus Bill Westbrook now divides his time among
western style gunfights, dramatic acting roles and serving as mayor of a rustic resort town. .

J

ONTHERANGE

ackson, Wyo., mayor Bill mayors in the history of Wyoming.
During his years at Memphis State,
Westbrook remembers staring in
disbelief at the magnificient vista be- Westbrook taught courses in mounfore him.
taineering and backpacking. In the
"It was quite awesome, a sight to summers he worked as a western guide,
behold to say the least," Westbrook which increased his appreciation of
said. "I could not believe the task at the region. He and his wife, Susan, left
hand."
· Memphis in 1980 to live in the rustic
The year was 1974 and Westbrook, town of Jackson. A native Memphian
a Memphis State alumnus, was and MSU alumna, Susan manages
gazing at the tallest mountain in The Hole Works, a western-style
North America, Alaska's Mt. bookstore filled with artifacts.
McKinley. He was about to embark on
Westbrook says serving as mayor
a treacherous climbing expedition to may be his toughest challenge because
the top of the 20,320-foot snow-capped Jackson and other small western towns
peak.
are at a pivotal point.
"If you know anything about Mt.
"Jackson is at a crossroads right
McKinley, you know it is one of the now," said Westbrook. "We have had
highest climbs you can make in the tremendous growth in the past few
world," Westbrook said. "Once you get years and we have more development
above 17,000 feet, you are climbing knocking at the door."
glaciers and snowfields. One slip could
Though long required by the state,
mean death.
Jackson has never had a comprehen"Temperatures at times got to near sive plan to govern zoning regulations.
100 degrees below zero and wind gusts Westbrook's first action as mayor was
got up to 80 mph," Westbrook said. to form a joint board between the city
"We had to build igloos for shelter just and county to watch over growth and
to survive. On a couple of occasions we development.
were locked in our tents for four to five
"Jackson still has the rustic atmodays at a time because of blizzards.
sphere of the Old West and we are
"We did make the summit though, working hard to maintain that," he
and words cannot describe the feel- said. "But managing the growth and
ing," he said.
direction of the community while proWestbrook's group made the trip moting tourism is a tough balancing
during the first part of April, one of act. It is often a major conflict in the
the earliest seasonal ascents ever. eyes of the public."
Since 1913, approximately 5,000
Westbrook says he is well aware of
climbers have scaled the summit.
the tourism and population explosions
Nearly 18 years after making the that have turned other western towns
climb, Westbrook finds himself sitting such as Aspen and Vail, Colo., into
on a pinnacle ofa different sort. Voters tourist meccas.
in Jackson, Wyo., a small resort town
"I want to see the Jackson area
of 5,500 located at the base of the maintain that Wild West atmosphere,"
Grand Teton mountain range, elected he said. "We still have elk, moose and
Westbrook mayor in January of 1991. buffalo that occasionally wander into
At age 37, he is one of the youngest town. They (the wildlife) create a traffic

hazard, but it shows that wildlife can
live where people do."
Westbrook also keeps a watchful
eye on how development is affecting
adjacent rangelands.
"What the ranchers can do with
their land as far as development goes
is oftentimes more interesting and
feasible than what they can do with it
as far as ranching," said Westbrook.
"Federal regulations on taxation of
inheritance costs often make it economically unfeasible to remain in
ranching once the matriarch or patriarch passes away. Every time we lose
a ranch, part of the atmosphere of
the Old West dies."
Westbrook does his part to keep
traditions of the Old West alive. Every
afternoon during the summer tourist
season, he takes time out from his
duties as mayor to participate in the
longest running mock gunfight in the
United States.
"It is just what you would imagine
an Old West shoot-out would be, complete with good guys and bad guys," he
said. "After it is over, the street is
littered with bodies. Most of the times
I play the bad guy and I die in the end."
His flair for the dramatic has also
extended to the entertainment business on a national level.
"In the movie Lakota Moon, I served
as makeup artist and special effects
makeup artist," he said. "I had a little
acting part in the television series
Dream West and I just finished acting
in a short film for the National Rifle
Association, where I play a mountain
man.
"The West has always held a certain
mystique for me," he continued. "Being
involved with the people of Jackson
and with the West as a whole is like a
dream come true." 1@l

By Greg Russell
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Greater Memphis State Honors Educators
Greater Memphis State Inc. (GMS)
has awarded its highest honors to an
outstanding elementary school principal and a distinguished MSU researcher.
During the organization's annual
dinner meeting in February, the 1991
Walter A. Barret Distinguished Service Award was presented to Dr. Harry
Feinstone. The Educator of the Year
Award was given to MSU alumna
Margaret Gordon Taylor, principal of
Grahamwood Elementary.
Dr. Feinstone was honored in recognition of his research contributions to
Memphis State. Because of his lifelong
interest in research, Dr. Feinstone
made possible MSU's first Chair of
Excellence through a matching gift to
the University. This Chair of Excellence in Molecular Biology was recently named for him.
Noted for developing numerous
pharmaceutical products including the
popular antacid Di-Gel, Dr. Feinstone
retired in 1976 from a successful corporate career and became an MSU
distinguished professor of research.
Dr. Feinstone remains active in research. He works almost daily in his
MSU laboratory where he continues
research in bacteria and viruses. He
has written numerous articles for scientific publications and holds several
patents on his research.

University President V. Lane Rawlins (center) joins Dr. Harry Feinstone and
Margaret Gordon Taylor at the GMS award presentation. (Photo by Tom Wofford)

Taylor was recognized as Educator
of the Year due to her outstanding
record in the education field. Under
her leadership, Grahamwood was
named one of 10 outstanding schools
in Tennessee and one of the top 210
schools nationwide.
A 37-year education veteran, Taylor began her career substituting at
MSU's Campus School. She later
taught math at East High School for
14 years.

After completing her education at
Memphis State, Taylor entered the
city school system's administrative
internship program. She was assistant
principal at Sherwood Junior High for
a year before becomingGrahamwood's
principal, a position she has held for
21 years. Taylor received bachelor's
and master's degrees from MSU.
Greater Memphis State Inc. is an
academic support organization for
alumni and friends of the University.

Commission Donates Reports to MVC
A slice of life in the Lower Mississippi Delta during the 1980s is being
preserved in Memphis State's Department of Special Collections.
Reports, studies and photographs
from the Lower Mississippi Delta Development Commission are being
stored at MSU's Mississippi Valley
Collection (MVC), according to Michele
Fagan, director of special collections.
"We were very lucky to get it," she
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said. "Other schools in the lower Mississippi Delta - Southern Illinois and
some universities in Arkansas - expressed interest in getting it."
The project of the Lower Mississippi Delta Development Commission
was to study economic needs, problems and opportunities in what has
become one of the nation's poorest regions.
The commission's report contains

valuable information about virtually
every aspect oflife in the lower Mississippi Delta, Fagan says.
"The commission effectively captured a moment in time," she said. "We
have a collection that is in demand
right now. But it will also be invaluable hundreds of years from now,
when people are trying to create a
picture of what it was like in the 1980s
in the Mississippi Delta."

Astronaut Visits University
An astronaut who has logged more
than 380 hours in space visited Memphis State last semester to present a
lecture at the Fogelman Executive
Center.
Astronaut-physician Rhea Seddon
addressed approximately 300 persons
during the first lecture in a series
sponsored by the Memphis Chapter of
Zonta International and MSU's College of Arts and Sciences.
Dr. Seddon, a Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
native, described her two flights aboard
NASA's space shuttle. She made her
first flight aboard the shuttle Discovery in 1985 and returned to space last
June for the nine-day Spacelab Life
Sciences mission. She is scheduled for
a third mission in spring of 1993.
At Memphis State, Dr. Seddon discussed her experiences on the Life
Sciences Mission using a movie made
by crew members during the flight.
The lecture series in which Dr.
Seddon participated features women
who are leaders in their professional
fields. As part of the series, Zonta
included funds for a scholarship to be
awarded to an undergraduate student

majoring in an area complementing
that of the annual lecturer. This year
the $1,000 Rhea Seddon Scholarship
was awarded to Jacqueline Ann Taylor, a biology major.
With more than 1,000 chapters in
53 countries, Zonta is an organization
of executives in business and the professions working to improve the legal,
political, economic and educational
status of women.

Memphis State
Offers Degrees To
East Tennessee Firemen
A new agreement linking Memphis
State and Chattanooga State Technical Community College will make it
easier for East Tennessee firemen to
earn college degrees.
Under the agreement, graduates of
Chattanooga State's two-year fire science technology program may transfer to Memphis State to earn a
bachelor's degree through off-campus
study.
Dr. Susanne B. Darnell, associate
dean of MSU's University College,
said the students will study for degrees through the Open Learning Fire
Service Program. Memphis State is
one of seven universities offering the
National Fire Academy curriculum,
which allows students to complete
their educations through independent
study, video courses and classroom
instruction.
MSU students enrolled in the fire
service curriculum earn degrees in fire
department administration and fire
prevention.
Thomas Sturtevant, coordinator of
the fire science program at Chattanooga State, said adjustments in his
curriculum will permit graduates to
move smoothly into MSU's program.
"Working with Memphis State officials, we were able to restructure our
program so our graduates will have all
the courses they need to move right
into the degree program," Sturtevant
said.

Photos courtesy of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
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Czech Officials Honor MSU Faculty Members
Dr. Hall is one of several faculty
members and graduate students who
helped set up English programs at
Pilsen.
The school was a technical institute
under the Communist regime that
ruled Czechoslovakia for more than
40 years after World War II. When
Czechs overthrew the Communists,
the school became a university. About
1,300 students now attend the University of West Bohemia.

Below: Dr. Charles Hall (at left) and Jiri
Holenda sign an exchange agreement
between Memphis State and the
University of West Bohemia.
After 26 seasons in the Mid-South Coliseum, Memphis State basketball has found a
new home in The Pyramid. Nicknamed the "Tomb of Doom" to describe the desired
fate of MSU's opponents, the building has a seating capacity of 20,142. The arena's
seating capacity is the third largest in the nation. (Photo above courtesy of the
Memphis Convention and Visitors Bureau; photo at right by Gil Michael)

University
Community Relations
Wins CASE Awards
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Memphis State's Division of University Community Relations won
five awards in the recent Communications Awards Competition of the
Council for the Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE), District
III.
The Fall 1991 issue of Memphis
State Magazine won an Award of Excellence in the annual reports category
and a Grand Award in photography
for Carol Reber's cover.
The Summer 1991 issue of the
magazine won a visual design award.
Jessica Anderson's illustration for the
story, "Prescription for Hope," received
an Award of Excellence in the illustrations category.
The cover of the Winter 1991 environmental issue of Memphis State
Magazine won an Award of Excellence
in the photography category as well.
Carol Reber's illustration for the
"Doctor Sleep" story in the Spring 1991
issue of the magazine received a Special Merit Award in the photography
category.
MSU publications have won 12
awards in the past four years of competition.

Officials of a new Czechoslovakian
university recently visited Memphis
State to thank MSU faculty members
for their help in organizing the ins ti tu tion.
Jiri Holenda, rector (president) of
the University of West Bohemia in

Pilsen, presented a commemorative
medal to Memphis State, said Dr.
Charles E . Hall of MSU. Dr. Hall, an
assistant professor of English, said
Holenda was accompanied by Eva
Valentova, head of the new school's
English department.

Exhibit Focuses on Historic Abbey
An exhibit that documents one of
the world's most important historical
archives ofWestern European religion,
life and culture was recently displayed
at MSU's University Gallery.
"The Abbey of St. Gall: A Cultural
Center" featured photographs of medieval manuscripts, facsimile samples
of ninth century carvings, psalters and
books, as well as illuminated manuscripts from the 11th through 15th
centuries.
Honoring the 700th anniversary of
the founding of the Republic of Switzerland, the exhibit was produced
under the auspices of Pro Helvetia, the
Arts Council of Switzerland and the
Swiss Embassy. Memphis State's Department of Art and Rhodes College
co-sponsored the local showing.
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Writing on the Wall

Overcoming Obstacles

Continued from page 5

Continued from page 7

collapsed in the 1890s because the
foundations were very poor."
Dr. Murnane says photographs from
the 19th century show the columns
leaning different directions. He says
the situation became so critical the
Egyptians had to restore the temple.
"That actually was a good thing for
Egyptology and Egyptian archaeology
as a whole,"saidDr. Murnane. "To pay
for the expenses, they had to charge
tourists visiting the temples. That was
the beginning of the principle that
visitors should pay to restore the
monuments."
Although Dr. Murnane will not begin his project until late spring, he
knows what he can expect to find. He
first became familiar with the Hypostyle Hall's inscriptions in 1977, when
he was asked to organize and publish
the work of archaeologist Harold
Nelson for University of Chicago's
Oriental Institute.
Nelson had been the founding director of the Hypostyle Hall's first
thorough expedition to record the ancient Egyptian texts, inscriptions and
drawings. He had begun work on the
project in the 1930s and recorded about
40 percent of the inscriptions in the
hall's interior before his death in 1954.
Dr. Murnane collated and prepared
Nelson's drawings for publication.
"Because the hall is so enormous,
people have been running in and out of
it for the last 150 years making records of bits and pieces," said Dr.
Murnane. "There's no adequate understanding of the temple's function
in the religion of ancient Egypt."
Dr. Murnane says his new study
will answer the question of the
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building's function. The team will Egyptian monuments have not been
record the inscriptions and scenes on recorded because few researchers are
the standing columns in the Hyposty le able to invest the time and money on
Hall and on the passageways leading such involved projects. Through MSU's
to the building. Many fragments from Institute of Egyptian Art and Archaethe hall now lie outside the temple. ology, he hopes to preserve a monuAfter identifying where these frag- mental piece of history for all time.@
ments fit onto the walls and columns,
Dr. Murnane will incorporate them
into the complete record.
"Until we know what the complete
record says, we're not going to know
what this part of the building was used
for, and our understanding of the way
the official Egyptian religion worked
will be that much the poorer," he said.
Dr. Murnane's drive toward a complete record is especially important
since inscriptions can be compared to
findings from other countries to help
write the history of the region.
''You basically take these records
and tie them into other contemporary
evidence or archaeological evidence
from Syria and Palestine around the
same time. You can use this to write
history," he explained.
The professor will use both photographs and tracings to record the inscriptions. He says photos alone are
not adequate because shadows or
damage to the wall may obscure the
faint traces of the original decorations. In order to record the curved
surfaces of columns, he will use a
painstaking process that involves
tracing the scenes onto plastic film.
Dr. Murnane says the inscriptions
of the Hypostyle Hall and many other Photo courtesy of Studio 7, Cairo

administrative support has allowed
the program to have greater impact
throughout the University community."
After assessing disability-related
needs of students, Sparger and her
staff analyze and coordinate necessary
support services and resources. The
office provides a wide range of auxiliary
aids, including readers, note-takers,
interpreters, tutors and personal care
attendants. An accessible campus
shuttle service is available for students
with mobility considerations.
The office also maintains a resource
lab equipped with some of the latest
modern technological devices. For instance, the Kurzweil Personal Reader
converts printed material to a synthetic
voice, making it possible for students
with visual impairments or dyslexia to
use printed materials without depending on a reader or recorded text.
The lab also contains closed-circuit
magnifiers, microcomputers, screen
reading and enlargement devices,
regular and Braille printers and a variety of adaptive software helpful to
students with manual, visual and
learning disabilities.
Because most faculty members are
not routinely trained in disability issues, they are not always aware of
the impact various disabilities have
on students. Major functions of the
Office for Students with Disabilities
include helping faculty understand
the obstacles and meet students' academic needs.
"We provide information in a variety of ways," said Sparger, "including
phone calls, memos, meetings, orientation and in-service programs and
through the faculty handbook, College
Students with Disabilities. Educating
people on disability issues takes time,
but it pays off. In spite of some initial
resistance, the faculty has come to be
receptive to our goals and is cooperative in working out reasonable solutions to obstacles in the academic
process.
"Once they realize it isn't necessary
to change major course requirements
or to lower academic standards, we
usually get excellent cooperation from
the faculty," she continued. "It's just

necessary at times for students with
disabilities to do things differently."
The most frequent academic need is
special test accommodation to ensure
that a student's knowledge - rather
than disability - is being evaluated.
Typical test accommodations include
extra time, a reader or writer, special
equipment such as a word processor or
enlarger or a different test form such
as large print or Braille. The Office for
Students with Disabilities provides a
test proctoring service that administered several hundred special tests
last fall.
Occasionally the necessary academic modifications are as simple as
finding someone to take notes for a
student or obtaining a sign language
interpreter. For Rexroat, the requirement was a structural one: he needed
a specially designed drafting table for
an architecture class.
"Once the professor understood that
I was just trying to do a good job in his
class and my wheelchair wouldn't fit
underneath the regular tables, he was
very understanding and got the right

the car, backed out ofmy way, let me
go down to the street and then pulled
the car back up.
"That really made me angry. Her
whole attitude was just to get me out of
the way so she could go on with her
business. That sort of apathy is very
frustrating. It has to be the hardest
part of being disabled."
Educating the public may reduce
this indifference, says Rexroat, who is
active in Students Unlimited, a campus disability awareness group. The
father of two, Rexroat often speaks to
his children's classes about the problems of the disabled.
"I will talk to anyone who will listen," he said. "It is important to ask
questions.We are not afraid to answer
questions, but we don't want to force
ourselves on people. Most people are
ignorant about some of our needs. Ignorance is a harsh word, but it is the
only one that will fit."
Dr. William DeLoach understands
the frustration ofbeing disabled. While
in college during the 1950s, he broke
his neck in a diving accident. Through

kind of table," said Rexroat.
Sometimes attitudes and behaviors
of other people can present the greatest obstacles.
"Just the other day, I was on campus when a lady parked in front of a
curb cut," Rexroat said. "I stopped her
and explained that she couldn't park
there because I had no other way of
getting to the street. She got back in

perseverance and ingenuity, he managed to earn a bachelor's degree from
a college that was completely inaccessible.
"I got my bachelor's degree from the
University of Michigan by never going
to class," said Dr. DeLoach, now an
assistant professor of English at MSU.
"I couldn't go to class. Not only was
the campus inaccessible, but I had no
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basic skills to get myself out of bed and
dressed. I couldn't drive a car.
"I would just go to a professor and
tell him that I wanted to take his
course and would do extra work, but I
just wouldn't be there. They were
amazingly helpful. I not only graduated, but I was Phi Beta Kappa and
had a fellowship to graduate school."
Dr. DeLoach attended graduate
school at the University of Illinois, one
of the few universities at that time
with a program for disabled students.
A Memphis State faculty member
since 1972, Dr. DeLoach says the University is quite accessible compared to
other campuses he has visited.
"Marc Orr, who also was a graduate
of the University of Illinois, got to
Memphis State early enough to be
involved in various committees that
were planning the buildings," said
Dr. DeLoach of the late MSU history
professor. "There _a re still a few
places you can't go, but once you have
been on a campus that is completely
inaccessible, Memphis State looks
pretty good by comparison."
MSU has been recognized for its

efforts to help students with special
needs. Published in 1989, Colleges that
Enable named Memphis State in the
top 40 educational institutions in the
nation that provide support services to
physically disabled students . The
Memphis State program has also been
recognized by the Memphis Mayor's
Office, the Governor's Office and the
Association on Handicapped Student
Service Programs in Postsecondary
Education.
Memphis State continues to improve
architectural access for students, faculty and staff. The Office for Students
with Disabilities works closely with
Physical Plant and Planning, advising
them about special needs and helping
them set priorities on improving campus accessibility.
Emphasizing independence and
responsibility are two of the most important functions of the office.
"We try to structure our delivery of
services in a way that encourages
students to assume responsibility for
their planning and to be in control of
what happens in their lives," Sparger
said. "Some students come to college

who have had little or no experience at
being responsible for themselves. Our
goal is to help them learn how to do
this and to develop more independence
during their college experience.
"Many of our students are already
well adjusted and have positive attitudes when they arrive," she explained.
"Others have recently acquired a disability and may be coping with the
process of acclimating to their disability while they are here; these students usually need more understanding and support while they go through
the normal phases of adjustment."
While disabled students face challenging situations daily, Rexroat says
accepting a disability is the first and
often hardest obstacle to overcome.
''You have to face your disability
before you face your environment," he
said. "If you can't do that, your environment is 10 times tougher. Once
you've faced the disability, the environment becomes a strategic challenge. You are looking for ways to
better it, to overcome it, to dodge the
obstacles." ~

MacViewbook
Continued from page 11

schools in other states where University recruiters rarely are able to travel.
Armitage says the disk contains
much of the same information that
MSU's Office of Student Relations includes in traditional university
viewbooks or printed brochures distributed to high schools throughout
the Mid-South.
Recruitment publications are expensive to produce and place in the
hands of high school guidance counselors, she said.
"It costs about $12.50 to get a packet
ofrecruiting brochures to the counselors," she said. "It's necessary, but it's
very expensive when you consider that
the packet may go on a shelf and may
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"Scentsable" Solution
Continued from page 9

at Corvallis, Ore. , Dr. Mason washed
skins shed by king snakes in a strong
solvent to extract the natural oils
known as lipids. He then began the
task of separating the chemical compounds contained in the lipids.
"It was sort oflike starting out with
a jar filled with colored marbles," Dr.
Mason explained. "We were trying to
find out which color worked."
Using a fractionalization process,
Dr. Mason broke the lipids into eversmaller chemical compounds.
"It's a complex mixture," he said.
"Most of the compounds don't do anything. We are trying to find out which
one is responsible for triggering the
snake's defense mechanism."
The task involves sorting through
all the chemicals contained in the king
snake's lipids.
Photo by Gil Michael; snake courtesy of the
Memphis Zoo
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''We were taking some of the marbles
out of the jar and testing that mixture
to see ifwe got the response," he said.
"If that didn't work, we tried some
more marbles. Once we found something that worked, we started throwing marbles out while we looked for
just the right color."
Dr. Gutzke tested each compound
on rattlesnakes and other poisonous
snakes in his laboratory at Memphis
State. After dipping a cotton swab into
the compound, he attached the swab to

be seen by only a few students."
The computer disk, however, costs
about $1.50 each to produce and mail.
It is designed to be passed around and
copied by dozens of students at each
high school, she said.
"This program complements, rather
than replaces, the printed viewbook,"
said Lyons, who is editor of publications at MSU's Bureau of Business
and Economic Research. "It's another
advertising medium we can use to
reach potential students. Today's high
school students are likely to be computer users. This is just a way to reach
them through the computer."
Lyons began working on the idea for
an electronic viewbook almost a year
ago. He developed the idea by researching electronic advertising techniques. Armitage had been looking for

a long stick and poked it into a box
containing a poisonous snake.
"When a rattlesnake is exposed to
the right scent, he'll go into a defensive
mode," Dr. Gutzke said. The snake
will arch its body and flee rapidly. If
trapped, the rattler will attempt to
hide its head beneath the coils of its
body to keep its attacker from biting. A
king snake will attempt to bite the
head of its victim before wrapping itself around the other snake and
squeezing.
Drs. Gutzke and Mason say they
are close to isolating the compound,
which may be reproduced and marketed as a snake repellent.
"We've got some more work to do,"
Dr. Mason said. "But we can do it. It's
not pie in the sky. This might be the
dream of anyone who ever laid down in
a sleeping bag and wondered what
might visit during the night." @
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NewWay
Continued from page 13

teachers, word games found throughout the school help demystify the creative process and provide students with
necessary vocabulary skills to write
well.
Campus School students are successfully adapting to the new, less
restrictive environment, says Murchison. Pupils and educators jointly determine class rules at the beginning
of school year and discipline problems haven't multiplied in the more
relaxed setting, she notes. Students no
longer receive letter grades based on

class comparisons. Evaluations reflect
personal achievements based on individual capability and effort. Parental
response to the changes has been favorable, says Dr. Riley.
For many Campus School teachers,
implementation of the whole language
curriculum has required increased
creativity.
"Every day I look at what I can do
to challenge my students," said Murchison. "In many ways, I've never
worked harder in my life."
Dr. Riley believes the flexibility is a
great advantage to this method of
teaching.
"With the whole language curricu-

ways to use computers to make the
recruiting effort more efficient.
"He had the concept and the background and I had an idea of what I
wanted to do," said Armitage. "It was
sort of an accident that we got together."
Armitage's office provided the text,
including lists of degree programs,
tuition costs, a briefMSU history and
facts about Memphis. Lyons incorporated the information into a program
for the Macintosh computer. The disk
is also being adapted for IBM and
compatible personal computers.
A similar electronic viewbook has
also been developed to recruit students
for the Executive Master of Business
Administration program at MSU's
Fogelman College of Business and
Economics.
"Basically, the electronic viewbook
is an interactive piece of advertising
that's inexpensive to produce, valuable to have, and fun to use," Lyons
said. "Students can copy the program
and take it home. Every time they use
it, they are going to see Memphis State
University." @
lum, you empower the teachers," she
said. "If the teachers are excited about
teaching, they will figure out new,
different ways for both fun and learning."
Introducing the whole language
program at the Campus School also
fulfills a goal set by Dr. Na than Essex,
dean of Memphis State's College of
Education.
"Memphis State has an ongoing relationship with the Campus School,"
he said. "It serves as a practicum site
for our students as well as a demonstration facility. However, we want it
to serve an even greater role - to
test new programs and innovative
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approaches to determine their viability. We want the Campus School to
become a laboratory in the greatest
sense of the word. The whole language
philosophy is one example of the kind
of thing we intend to pursue."
The 28-year-old Campus School is
essentially an arm ofMSU's College of
Education, says Dr. Essex. Aside from
educating students enrolled in the facility, the school's main purpose is to
capitalize on the expertise and resources in the college. The school serves
as a research site for education professors as well as researchers from
sociology, psychology and other academic departments.
Some Campus School faculty have
become involved in the instructional
process in the College of Education.
These educators teach undergraduate
courses in teacher education.
"They bring a very practical component into our classroom," said Dr.
Essex. "We hope to find more ways
that the Campus School faculty can
become a part of the instructional
process at Memphis State."
Dr. Essex sees continued support

Life and Death
Continued from page 15

wishes to use EMT training courses
toward a degree must major in health
and safety education with an emergency medical services concentration.
The EMT program involves 175 hours
of hands-on training. Students receive 12 credit hours for the courses,
which are taken concurrently during
spring semester. MSU students can
receive an additional nine hours credit
for working on an ambulance unit as
part of an intership, Turman said.
EMT certification is attained at the
end of the program. Students must
pass several skills tests and finish the
courses with a minimum average of
80. To earn certification, students must
also score at least 80 on the state EMT
exam and pass the state skills exam.
"From there, they can begin working on an ambulance and apply to a
yearlong paramedic school," Turman
said. "Paramedics can do more than
EMTs as far as drug administration,
evaluation of injuries and so on be-
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for MSU's Campus School among
University administrators and hopes
the cooperative endeavor between
the elementary school and Memphis
State continues.
"With the increase in research op-

cause of the additional training."
Memphis State's program gives
students a basic understanding of illnesses and injuries they may encounter in the field.
"We study anatomy and physiology
first," said Turman. "We also have a
review of CPR and choking. We get
into all kind of injuries: soft tissue
injuries, chest and abdominal injuries,
fractures, head injuries, spinal cord
injuries and all the complications resulting from these. Then we get into
illness and major medical problems
such as heart attacks, strokes, seizures,
diabetic conditions. You name it, we
study it."
In addition to the medical training,
students acquire a multitude of other
skills that will be helpful on the job.
They learn to extricate patients from
car wrecks, retrieve injured people
from swimming pools, transport patients and communicate effectively.
Students are also taught to use specialized equipment for heart attack
and shock cases.

portunities, greater faculty interaction and implementation of innovative programs," said Dr. Essex, "the
relationship between the Campus
School and the University is growing
even stronger." @

MSU's program receives extensive
assistance from a physician consultant as well as from professionals in the
Memphis Fire Department and The
Regional Medical Center at Memphis.
Members ofTurman's classes cite a
wide array of reasons for wanting to
become emergency medical technicians.
"It involves excitement, high adventure and emergency driving,"
Turman said. "A lot of things attract
people, but if you're not interested in
helping others, then you're not going
to last very long in this field. You have
to deal with some people who are crying, bleeding and vomiting and others
who can't talk or move."
Turman says half his class each
semester usually consists of students
who are enrolled in Memphis State's
Park Ranger Training Program.
Jack Lisco, a doctoral student in
higher education at MSU, has served
as a National Park Service ranger in
several parks, including Rocky Mountain National Park. He says the EMT

training he received at Memphis State
has been invaluable.
"Because the parks are so remote,
the Park Service encourages rangers
to receive as much first aid training as
possible," Lisco said. "It may take an
ambulance crew hours to get to a
particular scene. Rangers are usually
the first ones there, so it's important to
have the proper training to stabilize
the patient until the ambulance unit
arrives."
EMTs and paramedics have numerous ways of coping with the
stressful and sometimes gruesome
situations encountered on the job.
Goucher says he copes by looking at
each case as if it had happened in a
textbook.
"When you see someone die in front
of you, you can't let your emotions get
involved," he said.
Paramedic Joel Sneed, who recertified as an EMT through MSU's
program, says he has seen "just about
everything imaginable" during his 15
years as an EMT and paramedic.
"One of the worst things I had to
deal with was a case where a 16-yearold boy was run over and hit several
times on the interstate. It is something
you don't want to think about, but it
happens," Sneed said. "I also went to
one scene where there were three or
four people who had died from carbon
monoxide poisoning.
"You have to leave all that at work,

New Vision
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ern Illinois University. "Education was
a pursuit that didn't have a great deal
of value when I was growing up. You
couldn't see it around you."
Encouragement from his mother
and grandmother prompted him to
further his education. As he became
involved in college life, his desire for a
boxing career waned, Dr. Herenton
says. Because jobs were plentiful in
elementary education, he chose to
major in that field.
"Teaching, during those days, was
a respectable profession where you
could make a decent living," said Dr.
Herenton.
But he soon realized that he wanted
to do more than teach. A year after
receiving his undergraduate degree,

though. If you take it home, you won't
last very long in this profession."
Sneed says the threat of contracting
AIDS or other communicable diseases
also weighs on his mind.
''You wear gloves to protect yourself,
but sometimes it's impossible to keep
from getting blood on you," he said.
''You just have to be careful."
In Memphis, graduates of MSU's
program may find employment with
the city's Fire Department or two private ambulance services. EMTs who
work for the Fire Department must
eventually go through a paramedic
training program.
According to Larry Youngman, supervisor of the Memphis Fire Department's EMS Training Services,
the department's 20 ambulance units
answer approximately 51,000 calls
annually, including more than 10,700
trauma-related cases caused by violent
acts; about 7,800 calls to automobile
wrecks; 2,006 seizure calls; and more
than 450 cardiac arrest calls.
EMTs and paramedics such as
Goucher and Sneed usually work 24hour shifts wjth a day off between
shifts. After each six-day rotation, they
receive four days off. Because some
units in the city receive more calls
than others, EMTs and paramedics
are periodically switched from one location to another.
Goucher has been an EMT for three
years and a paramedic for about six

Dr . Herenton enrolled in MSU's
master's program. Because he taught
full time andhadheavyfamilyresponsibilities, his degree took two difficult
years to complete.
"I got married when I was 23 and
had two kids back-to-back," he explained. "My wife was also teaching. I
remember we would arrange our
classes around the utilization of one
car and babysitting."
After completing his master's degree
and a city school internship, Dr.
Herenton became the first black male
to head an elementary school in
Memphis. Although only 28 years old,
officials believed he could move easily
into an integrated setting and could
work well with blacks and whites,
says Dr. Herenton.
"You've got to understand, during

months. He says the job is rewarding
despite its inherent stress.
"When you've actually saved
someone's life, it is a feeling you can't
describe," Goucher said. "There was
this gentleman in his 60s who had a
heart attack while watching a football
game. When we got to the scene, we got
his pulse and his breathing back. The
man would have died if it had not
been for us.
"I really love this job, even with the
bad stuff you see," he continued. "It's a
great way to earn a living." @

those days, all of that was abnormal.
At the time, integration was a big deal.
No one had traveled that path before,"
he said. "Now no one thinks about it."
Soon, however, Dr. Herenton was
looking for new challenges. He wanted
to be Memphis' first African-American
school superintendent.
"Even at age 28, I was thinking
along those lines," Dr. Herenton said.
"I always knew that education was
preparation for my future and I decided
to invest in education very early in my
career."
To hasten his dream into reality,
Dr. Herenton embarked on a doctoral
program in educational administration. He took classes at Memphis
State while continuing to work as
principal at Bethel Grove Elementary. He later transferred to Southern
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Illinois University, where he received
his doctorate at age 31. Returning to
Memphis, Dr. Herenton received a
notably lukewarm welcome from other
educators.
"I was a young black guy who came
back with a Ph.D. The superintendent
didn't have one; the people in leadership positions didn't have them. I was
a threat," he said.
To deal with the situation, school
officials offered Dr. Herenton the one
position he hesitated to turn down principal of his childhood school,
LaRose Elementary. For Dr. Herenton,
this job was personally rewarding because some of his own teachers still
tau ght there, he says. He headed
LaRose for two years before winning a
prestigious Rockefeller Foundation
Fellowship.
The competitive Rockefeller fellowship secured national recognition for
him. As one of 10 fellows selected
yearly, he joined an elite cadre of
educational professionals.
"They had never selected anyone
from the South before," said Dr.
Herenton. "I was just this guy from
Memphis with no connections with the
foundation or anywhere else. I went in
on my own merits and I sold myself."
After graduating as top fellow in
his Rockefeller Foundation class, Dr.
Herenton received numerous job offers
nationwide. He decided, however, to
return to Memphis even without a
firm employment commitment.
"I always felt that someday Memphis was going to have a black superintendent ... and that it was going to
be me," said Dr. Herenton, who served
as head of Memphis City Schools for
12 years. "That's precisely what happened."
The same confidence preceded Dr.
Herenton's bid for mayor of Memphis .
"I had never participated in an
election before. Most people didn't give
me a chance of winning. But I always
knew I was going to win," he said.
As the first elected African-American mayor of Memphis, Dr. Herenton
acknowledges the job will not be easy.
"There are great expectations for
me to perform on the part of the black
community," he explained. "And I'm
sure many people in the white community have mixed feelings about the
changeinpoliticalpowerinMemphis."
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To meet the challenge of leading
Memphis forward, Dr. Herenton appointed a transition team of 20
prominent business, civic and educational leaders including MSU President V. Lane Rawlins. He also established a number of task forces to deal
with issues ranging from arts and
culture to housing, sports and transportation. In addition to his transition
team duties, President Rawlins served
as co-chairman of the education task
force. Other members from Memphis
State were Mark Stansbury, assistant
to the president; and Kate Gooch,
former director of the Tennessee's
Governor's School for International
Studies at MSU.
The transition team and task
force committees met frequently
with Dr. Herenton prior to his January 1 inauguration and offered recommendations dealing with many
urban problems. According to Dr.
Herenton, Memphis State, along with
other local institutions of higher education, can play an important role in
remedying the city's ills.
"I think we have all the ingredients
necessary to make higher education
focus more on the urban needs of our
city," said Dr. Herenton. "Dr. Rawlins
clearly understands that Memphis
State should become truly an urban
university. I think his mission is one
that is clear and a help to the future

of our city.
"I want to work with Memphis State
to help them achieve that mission and,
in turn, we can work together to solve
many of our urban problems."
Memphis State graduates also occupy top positions in the new mayor's
administration. Of Dr. Herenton's
first 11 appointments, eight are MSU
graduates. They are Melvin Burgess,
director of police services; Charles
Smith, director of fire services; Rick
Masson, director of finance and administration; Benny Lenderman, director of public works; James F. Collins,
city engineer; Monice Hagler, city attorney; Osbie Howard, city treasurer;
and Carl Johnson, special assistant to
the mayor for legislative affairs.
To move ahead, the city of Memphis must capitalize on its advantages,
says Dr. Herenton. Its central location, abundant transportation facilities, numerous undeveloped resources
and untapped human talent are
strengths the new mayor hopes to
utilize. But a lack of clear vision hinders the city's growth, he maintains.
"Let's find out what it takes to be a
leader and put our resources together
to ignite economic growth, improve
race relations, strengthen public
schools, offer diverse cultural benefits
and make the city move," said Dr .
Herenton. "I envision Memphis being
a great metropolis of the South." @
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